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many mysteries

/
There are

related to the 2nd |, _ _ o
assassination = 1t S
| attempt against o
] Ryoma Sakamoto. ////////// /////7//

7 The events
7] depicted in the
/ / following
I | narrative were
/ ' complied from
later testimonies
of eyewitnesses
and physical
7 evidence available
A : at the scene.
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Omiyaq,
0 storefront
_and)inn in Kyoto.
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Should I have
Tokichi lay out
the futon?

-.,;’/ / I_STJ'_Y-: : & f Ryéma,
i Sawamura you'd better

08 .
/ ([,

Shintaro
Nakaoka

get some rest!

changer
plan?

No

I'm not about to
rest before I hear
about Nakaoka's
— Eame changer plan

that'll save the lives

of the ministers

in the Tokugawa

Shogunate!
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% What Sawamura

bl saw that moment...

Was the sight
of Tokichi,

a former sumo
wrestler and

DM\ Ryoma's attendant,
being sliced apart
on the 1st floor
of the Omiya.
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And the killers : B \ =
now turning o 9’\@\‘ LL@

and proceeding ; ¢ =
to climb up ? ~\, TK) N N
They're

the stairs
—

: | /
coming...! ////1 )«\\\\%‘
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Ryoma's
responded
quickly.

He grabbed
his favored
sword,

a Mutsunokami
Yoshiyuki...
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And threw it
| to Nakaoka
who was only
armed with
his wakizashi
(backup sword)...
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While he 7
himself... | ==
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Mr. Sakamoto,
please shoot

The assassins
lost their
window of
opportunity.

Who sent
you
bastards!?




[ e
- behind

S
— was a
wax color
sheath...

And one geta
wood sandal

sold by
Hisago-tei
in the
Ponto-cho
district.

That concludes
the tale of the
attempted
assassination
attempt against
Ryoma Sakamoto,
| also known as the
Omiya Incident.




Looks like
we made it...

We,
the vanguards
of the
restoration,
really don't
belong in
Japan anymore...

Once a
revolution is
accomplished,
the hounds who
did the dirty
\?/or'k are
always get
burYne?i. ,

we're hiding here
| And one of
them had
an Iyo accent...

Were they
Shinsengumi,
or Kyoto
Mimawarigumi...?







Bystanders who History flows
come later can only evermore.
grasp episodes of
history in terms
of narratives
describing people
and events.

History is woven
by the multitudes
of men and women,
and in the words of
a great poet in the
past, its flow is

like a river, always
in perpetual flux,
never remaining
the same for long.
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— Satsuma Domam Residence in Fushimi, Kyoto
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Is it true
our good man
Sakamoto was
attacked!?

Kichinosuke
(Takamori)
Saigo

//ﬂ%

|
;\)\ | / ~ VYes,
: It seems
However = g the Kyoto
\ Mimawarigumi
went
after him.
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It appears
our friend
Sakamoto
managed
to survive
by the skin
012/ his neck.

He's blessed
with the luck
of the devil!

Ichizo (Toshimichi) Ookubo.

One of the principle players
in the founding of the
Meiji Government.

Ookubo,
you
didn't...

| Slnce accompllshln 7
the returning power.to;the mperor ¥
‘undoubTedIthe1?I gain tremendous inf Iuence

overgthe new gover'nmen -




We'll Ttellya,
its was whee bit |

too close.
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Hanjird SO W
Nakamura \@l

T mr Sakamoto,
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Its
Mr. Sakamoto!

|
-

I'm so glad
you're safe!




Dear Hanjir ,
hold on o
these,
won't you?
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{ /
Mr. Sakamoto...
Well I dare say, I dare say

getting cutUp  lecececoccimited 1'MSO glad
ain't my for"re you are welll
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What do you
intend to do,
dear sirl?

Ryoma Sakamoto...
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I'd like ta
leave the
troubles
of Japan

in your hands,

r. Saigo...

found one
heck of
a playground
for myself.

Heis not a man
to be trusted.

Do not belong

in'Japan any longer!

You, Sakamoto...

Shogunate will

Whoever
vanquishes
the

rule supreme
over Japan!

And Satsuma
musTt
achieve this!
And thus...

It-le'll triclé,
' ' rap, an
L'll "ave aga : Well, fIFc)lﬂer
at somethin g\ I figure..| people
I've always R without

wanted to do! hesitation
when

nhecessary.

No revolution

)
N

can come about
without blood
being spilt!

i’k This country won't pgg g
have a future unless
the former rulers
of Edo are put down }i
with brute force! IR
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SN ‘Sakamoto

.’,;»‘ 2 insists on a
AN peaceful
X resolution
=7 V<. with the
Tokugawa

Shogunate...
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So that's

your plan! |

The \
) oceans...

Connect to
everywhere!
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he onl A This nation
The only wagr l The oceans isnh't separated
you'((:ial}c ﬁas \ e ; connect by the seas
So aslde fhis SNCLE  this nation to  from other
you Ilsflen Izla Cl,an Exile t everywhere.  nafions...
GG stay alive... e I'll go ahead
an take a
look around...

You get all that
stupid stuff
sorted away so
you can'ave
some fun
with me!

Trekking around
the ﬁlobe sounds

This offer Sakamoto : oM
mighty enticing!

made to Saigo
would later end up
saving his life.

.......
.........




History would
later refer

to this journey as |

the Exodus of
Ryoma Sakamoto.

This journey
started with
visits to numerous

ports in the -

Southeast Asia,
and then
circumnavigated
the globe in an
easterly direction.

Sakamoto
embarked on the
Sakamoto Shokai

Company's

Yokobue-maru,
from Nagasaki
on December

18th, 1867.

And so, with A
financing N =
supplied e S
by Satsuma
and Choshu...
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c‘jﬂ;leorl'le! . | While e(sipoused
made it! This voyage o Dder
. . pretense
inscribed far oF eorilnching
. de??per markgt research
significance 5 y the
in the annals _ ) Sakamoto Shokai
of world history. ey
NN ( ) N

2 ®

_—

Hey-al
There she is!




I am so happ
you weren't
lost from us...!

{ the official | <,

wife of |
Ryoma

Sakamoto.

An accomplished
gekkin player and
celebrated by

Sakamoto as being
"an interesting woman." Oh

This dashing lady , -
would later playan | - dar'l ' n9|
important partinthe |
creation of the e
Nadeshiko Units R

of the Kaientai.
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I dare say... Dar-li-ng?

' That's how / |
aII\AP/lza:iein' wives call their ‘é’ﬁ:‘
overseas. inh'l'uhseb?/\r}cejz-r 1Y | ‘g A
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T know! U Z

Oryo, play a tune
on your gekkinl
This call for

Something something bold!

bold?
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That's right! . (’
We're about |\
to set sail, . / i /Y
my dear! = /==

Certainly,
my darling!




Tosa
Shokai's
Junkai-

maru.

Kaientai member,
Kinma Yasuoka

Mr. Nakaokal

was gathering '
together the IZ \i/rf)ileee "
remaining members T'm Yasuokal

of the Kaientai
and the
Rikuentai to join
Sakamoto on this
expedition.
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Right,
stay sharp!
We're counting
on you! /

Hey there,

Shintaro!

Shintaro’'s wife,
Kane

Rikventai
Commander

Shintaro Nakaoka

At same

moment
1n Kobe.




Why aren't
Rydma's you...
older sister,
Ms. Otomel!?

Now I'm an Ryoma wrote
exile from to me about

Tosa as welll this trip.
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FAN\NLLE Y/

It's been
a while,
Mr. Nakaoka.

I'm so glad
you're safel!

X

¥\

Sakamoto's
fiancée...

SO

~A VANV AN

Well, on the
way here,
I met someone

‘ very special
‘ K] who decided to
COLD N 6 ’ "1 accompany me!
S, daughter
of the
Chiba Déjo,
We hit it of f
very nicely,

Sanako!

You see.




..Um, Ms. Sanako...

Ahem... | —
AcITuaII Iﬁyc‘)ma : 7 T—
Yes, already has...
I'm well aware
that he's married
another woman.
Mr. Sakamoto Tf——=p I ¥ . — =
is wed to — Me. § —
Ms. Oryo, -
isn't he? e ;H \
T understand ‘ -\ .
she's a L/ 2 R BT !
beautiful - Vk"g\\@” & i Y \
woman. N S R = ;
. < / : N A )“ Aua.ub
\ n
N Hu | = "Ms. Sanako. e
Pheheh : - Please take this -

Snd think of it as me,':f",'v,::]ﬁf};i':' -




This person
doesn’t really 4 \
He's always see me.. ¢ vy Even back
looking out at He doesn't ¥  then,
something else. even have { it dawned
other women onme...
in his sights.

And I wanted to

see what that is.

I want to share
his vision.

And I want
to see it
along side him.

So let me
just be
Mr. Sakamoto
fiancée.
That's all I ask.

How many

hearts 4
is that man v i | ...',w.akdgmn
%oing to | : RY0...
reak!?




Bold I8
proclamations [
marked the

Nevertheless ; resumption
political tension | _ of imperial rule
| Dbetween the new | 8 on January
-{ government dominated {gh: s 3rd, 1868.

by Satsuma and
%héshu Vel]é'sus the [2. & A s
ormer Tokugawa g8 , U LR
Shogunate elements [ : O /‘.5{???4 Y ?/
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grew more volatile. | e oy g Y / }
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y On January 15th,
Ryoma Sakamoto's convoy set sail
4/ from Japan.

we'll
first head
to Shanghai,

then to Singapore to
conduct market
research regarding
tradable goods e
in Southeast
Asia, and
then head to...

Aw

[
2

.

<
Ay

i &
V"
/) il

\:

=
NS
> o< S
g‘-}- SN 7 >
Y P11 A S
S/, S
727 wr
i
777 2 F ! q

-

A/

L2
el 2
<

23
<=
"-'
<2/
>

==

&

LA

S~
==
7
P

RS
>
=2

T
-

Z

XSS
72

A,
- e .

e

227
Z 2

D
.

[
Z >

X

A2
< =

[

=
e
7
L 22
L

=2
-,
oy

W=

a,
5
v,

(7
.

-y

-,

-,
(J
u

—_
=,
S

o,

“i
J

.(Q

-,
s




And
then go
from
there to
Americal

ST,

of the imperial throne,

forces lost legitimacy.
Following the
flight of their
supreme commander,
Yoshinobu Tokugawa,
to Edo Castle,
their forces began
a series of fighting
withdrawals,
retreating north
all along the way.

Having become an enemy| .

the Tokugawa Shogunate :‘

RS

I

On January
27th,
the Battle of
Toba-Fushimi
errupts.

Mighty
pathetic
of him,

I must say..
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Lord
Yoshinobu
Tokugawa
escaped to
Edo on ship,
did he?



I never imagined \

an army without
the "imperial seal"
would be so weak...

Kichinosuke!
This is only
the beginning!

Mr. Ichizo.

Things'll get
mighty messy
from here on in...!




January 25th,
the
Junkai-maru
joins Sakamoto's
convoy
at Shanghai.

Many men
and women
that would later have
profound impact
on course of
world events were
aboard the ships
in this convoy.

And
furthermore,
Oryo, Sanako,
and Otome...

ladies that
surrounded

Would lay the
foundation of a
naval force
unprecedented
in history--

a female dominated
naval force--
the Kailentai.
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